Performer/Instructor
  Workshop Descriptions

2013 Ceilidh
Andrew Beazley
Think like a Bassist: Improve your Groove
(This class is for beginning & casual bassists and bass-curious ukulele players seeking to broaden their understanding of the instrument and its role in the ensemble.) 
We’ll cover: music styles; note choices & rhythm; the concepts of “groove” & “time” and working with a drummer; as well as some simple techniques to add interest to your bass lines.  If you have a bass, bring it. If you don’t have one, no worries… Participation is optional, plus there will be KALA U-BASS samples available (courtesy of Long & McQuade) for people to try.
Manitoba Hal
(Hal Brolund)
Early Blues Songs Part 1 
PLEASE NOTE: This workshop is full.
(Suitable for beginning players with a grasp of the keys of F, G and C)

In this workshop we learn four blues songs in various keys and examine the variations in 

structure and style. This is the simple arrangements of these songs, the basic chords and 

strumming patterns..

Songs in this workshop:

Let The Mermaids Flirt With Me (Mississippi John Hurt) - Key of F

Spike Driver Blues (Mississippi John Hurt) - Key of G

Good Morning Blues (Leadbelly) - Key of C

Poor Stranger Blues (Tampa Red) - Key of G

Early Blues Songs Part 2

This workshop (requires an intermediate knowledge of chord changes and strums in the keys of F, G and C). In this workshop we flesh out the arrangements of the songs we learned in Early Blues Songs Part 1.  We will be taking a simple arrangement and adding chord substitutions and turnarounds to fill out the songs.

Songs in this workshop:

Let the Mermaids Flirt With Me (Mississippi John Hurt) - Key of F

Spike Driver Blues (Mississippi John Hurt) - Key of G

Good Morning Blues (Leadbelly) - Key of C

Poor Stranger Blues (Tampa Red) - Key of G

Rev Hank

(Mike Diabo)    
Ukulele on the Beach I
PLEASE NOTE: This workshop is full.
(all levels)
Learn how to play the surf music of the 1960's on the ukulele.  Learn how to play chords & melody to some classic songs, along with some surf uke techniques (Wipe Out, Pipeline)
Ukulele on the Beach II 
(medium, advanced levels)
Learn 3 Standard surf songs (Walk, Don't Run, Misirlou, Giant Cow) and see how most surf songs are related to those.  Learn the techniques used in surf, including the occasional use of a pick

J. Chalmers Doane
One Step Further – Playing By Intelligence

(Intermediate Level)

Learn new ways to play old songs by using just a few “cool” chord shapes.  Use your musical intelligence by reading music and playing by “ear.”  Learn to find the melody within the chords - it’s all in string selection.  You will be amazed by what you can play with these chords! Don’t miss this exciting and innovative workshop!

James Hill and J. Chalmers Doane  

 PLEASE NOTE: This workshop is full.
More or Less? 
(Intermediate)
Chalmers Doane and James Hill share ideas about what it means to "do more with less" on the ukulele.  Beautiful but easy-to-play chords, entire songs that use just one or two chord positions, and how to improvise sparse but tasteful melodies.  As the great ukulele player Leonardo da Vinci once said, "simplicity is the ultimate sophistication."
James Hill
PLEASE NOTE: This workshop is full.
Hooked On Uke? We Can Help.

(Advanced Beginner)

Want to go beyond three chords and a double strum? Want to add a little razzle-dazzle to your arrangements? Spice up your ukulele playing with new strums, songs, chords, fills, and more galore. Whether you’re a teacher looking for instructional material or a player looking for a new challenge, you’ll find lots to keep you busy in this fun, hands-on workshop.

James Hill
Ukulele Symphony Orchestra

(Intermediate/Advanced)

What do Mozart, Beethoven, Vivaldi and Mendelssohn have in common? Their music sounds beautiful on ukulele, of course! This is your chance to experience the music of the masters on the instrument of the angels. To make the most of this workshop, you should be comfortable reading music notation or TAB (both will be provided). Get ready for Ukulele Symphony Orchestra: the beauty, the drama and the fun of classical music brought to life!

Note: Participants will need to study a musical score before attending this workshop.

Ken Middleton
       PLEASE NOTE: This workshop is full.
Finger Pickin’ A Melody
Level 2-3 (Intermediate)
In this workshop, I aim to cover how to bring out a melody whilst finger-picking the accompaniment. You will be learning new techniques and trying them out on a number of well-known, popular songs, focusing in detail on just one tune. In order to really benefit from this class, you will need to have some experience at basic finger-picking, at reading simple tablature and an understanding of which chords might be used in the common keys (C, F and G) . Come with a soprano, concert or tenor, tuned to high G re-entrant tuning if possible. Completely rewritten for 2013.
What To Strum And When To Pick

PLEASE NOTE: This workshop is full.
Level 2-3 (Intermediate)
In this workshop we will be taking a simple 4 chord song and finding new, exciting ways to play it. We will discover how to inject variety and contrast into what we play. Hopefully, we will learn how to escape from the rut of playing strumming patterns.  This workshop will be taught in C tuning only.
Let’s Do A Jig

Level 4  ( Advanced)
In this exciting new workshop we will learn to play a specially composed jig. The jig is very much in the style of traditional Celtic music and is written in parts that will fit together to make a complete ensemble performance. During the workshop we will be exploring all the main techniques used in performing Celtic music on the ukulele. These will include hammer-ons and pull-offs, ornaments like acciaccaturas, and learning to fingerpick using campanella voicing. To benefit fully from this workshop, it is essential to be able to read basic tab, be competent at finger-picking, as well as having some experience in using the three main chords (I, IV & V) to work out what to play in order to create a simple accompaniment. It would also be valuable to know something about the feel and style of a jig (6/8 time). Come to the class with a re-entrant tuned ukulele (high G). NEW for 2013.
Sandra Obritsch
Join the Fun! 

(For Absolute Beginners)

No experience required, just bring a ukulele.  Learn the basics of playing the ukulele, how to hold the instrument, and how to tune it.  Using some very familiar songs, you will learn how to play in several different keys and you will learn how to add some pizzazz to your playing by using different strumming and picking patterns.  Learn how to follow Tab and Chord diagrams.  You will finish with a repertoire of songs to share with your friends.   Taught in both C6 and D6 tunings.
Lil’ Rev
(Marc Revenson)
Fiddle Tunes for Ukulele: 

(Open to anyone who can read tab and play basic melody) 

Join Lil’ Rev for a rollicking 90 minutes for pure Fiddle madness! That’s right! Fiddle tunes sound fabulous when arranged for the ukulele (finger style, single string and chord melody). Explore waltzes, reels, jigs, schottisches, and rags tabbed and arranged for soprano, concert and tenor ukulele in GCEA tuning. We’ll start with simple tunes like Boil Em Cabbage Down, Old Joe Clark and Cripple Creek, gradually progressing to more challenging tunes like: The Swallow Tail Jig and Stones Rag. 
Learn reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, and more from Lil Rev's upcoming Hal Leonard Book by the same name. Taught in C Tuning.  It is helpful to bring a recording device of some sort for follow up with the tunes.
Super Cool Right Hand Techniques for Ukulele: 
PLEASE NOTE: This workshop is full.
(This is open to all levels.)

Learn all of the basic right hand techniques like rolls, triplets, tremolo and slides as well as how to stack them on top of each other to create drive, rhythm and an exciting right hand strum, soon to be the envy of all of your ukulele playing friends. Discover the Travis Harrelson Triple roll, and the George Formby Fan Stroke as well as a brief survey and overview of professional playing styles. Just be ready for the ukulele boot camp!  
Taught in C Tuning, easily applicable and transferable to D tuning. 

Intros, Endings and Turnarounds 
PLEASE NOTE: This workshop is full.
(Prerequisite:  all levels of players are welcome, should know some basic chords already.)

Learn how to spice up any song in your repertoire with tasty little intros, endings and turnarounds. From blues, jazz, country, folk and rock intros and endings have always been used where good songwriting is king! 
No longer will you have to simply start out strumming the chords to the tune and launch right into the singing, without first playing a catchy little intro, and closing with a stately ending as well. 

Lil Rev has been collecting intros and endings for over 20 years, come and let him share some of these little gems with you! You'll be delighted to hear yourself playing these little gems! 


Del Rey
Fingerstyle Raggedy Blues 
(Intermediate: students should be familiar with basic chords and be able to keep time while changing them). Fingerpicking, ragtime and jazz chords and melodies on the uke, tune by tune.  Bring an audio recorder and your uke and your note book. (level 2-3)

Jugless Ukulele Jugband 


PLEASE NOTE: This workshop is full.
(all levels)

Tunes from the street corner arranged for a big gang of ukes.  There should be a part here for just about every level from easy to flashy, and if you want to bring a different instrument (maybe someone actually plays jug?) please feel free. We’ll listen to and learn classic repertoire from Memphis Jug Band, Clifford Hayes and Papa Charlie Jackson. 

Cool Hand Uke
(Dan Scanlan)
PLEASE NOTE: This workshop is full.
Hello Bye Bye Blues 
(Intermediate)

A freestyle workshop that marries a popular Tin Pan Alley tune to traditional blues in the same key (C, in D6 tuning). An opportunity to explore the ukulele neck, a variety of  strums, snycopated glissandolation and chord substitutions while learning and playing basic blues and Bye Bye Blues.
Ralph Shaw
Create Strummed Rhythm Solos using the Syncopated Split Stroke.
(Suitable for experienced beginner through intermediate levels of ability.)

Learn two kinds of syncopated strum plus ornaments and the thumb roll. These techniques can then be combined to make entertaining and improvised rhythm solos for up-tempo songs. These techniques were famously used by George Formby.

Note: This workshop can be expanded to include an enjoyable lesson about the life and times of George Formby, Britain’s most famous ukulele player.

Approx.60 minutes

Ukulele Bartt
(Bartt Warburton)
PLEASE NOTE: This workshop is full.
Fancy Fingers: Left-Hand Techniques

Chords and Scales Galore!

LEVEL: all (except absolute beginners)
CHORDS: Fancy chords can be intimidating. But you’ll be dashing and daring, taking on every chord in the book: diminished and augmented chords, minors, moveable chord shapes, sharps and flats, Barre chords, and more. Bartt will provide song charts & chord charts. Highly interactive – be prepared to PLAY! We’ll also delve into the groups of chords that often go together, do some practice exercises, and play chords in the 3rd and 5th positions.

We’ll also do some group dynamics: playing as a group, bringing the energy level up and down, synchronizing with each other, and adding stops & starts to songs.

SCALES: Knowing the right notes - that’s the key to playing melodies, solos and scales. Bartt’s charts tell you which notes match the chords, so you can play solos for any song. You can play faster and cleaner by choosing the correct fingers (left AND right hand). We’ll also talk about fingering techniques that give your solos personality: tremolo, hammer-ons, open notes vs. fretted notes, bending notes, and more. We may even use Bartt’s  “Transposition Pizza” to transpose (change keys).

Bartt’s two “Fancy Fingers” workshops can be taken in tandem. One workshop is for left-hand techniques, and the other workshop is for right-hand techniques. Take just one, or double up!

Fancy Fingers: Right Hand Stuff

Strumming, Finger-Picking, and Picado PIMAE

(LEVEL: intermediate/advanced)
STRUMS: Inject some flash into your playing with Fan Strokes, Triple Strums, Single-Finger Strums, Multi-Finger Strums, Split-Strokes, Flamenco Strums, Up-Strums and Down-Strums, Waltz Strums, Gentle Strums and more. We’ll do it all. You’ll create your own strums, too, and challenge each other to an all-important Strum-Off!

FINGER-PICKING: Ever do a four-finger roll? How about a Travis Picking Pattern in three-quarter time? With exercises ranging from simple to sophisticated, you’ll learn patterns that will help you gain speed and dexterity. You’ll also play better, cleaner and more precisely by alternating right-hand fingers, and move from string to string during melodies. We can throw in stuff like “Foggy Mountain Breakdown,” if you’re feeling brave. And for the competitive ukers, we might reach for the Battle of the “Speed Freak!”
PICADO: That really fast finger-picking stuff used in Classical and Flamenco guitar. Do it on ukulele with P-I-M-A-E patterns. It’s an easy-to-learn system of noting which fingers go on which strings. When you learn it, you can create your own finger-picking patterns and practice them until you’re awesome.

Bartt’s two “Fancy Fingers” workshops can be taken in tandem. One workshop is for left-hand techniques, and the other workshop is for right-hand techniques. Take just one, or double up!

Beatles with Bartt
PLEASE NOTE: This workshop is full.
Playing, Singing, and Learning

(LEVEL: everybody!)
Learn the chords and familiar riffs from "Ticket to Ride," "Michelle," "And I Love Her," and plenty more Beatle fab faves. You’ll also get a booklet of accurate song charts, hand-made by Bartt for ukulele. How about “Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds,” or “Yesterday?” Or maybe some easy stuff like “Yellow Submarine” or “Love Me Do?” 

With so many songs to choose from, this workshop is great for any player, at any level.  We’ll be singing and playing, and maybe even doing some harmonies. You’ll get enough to keep you going eight days a week, and it’s all “For You, Blue!”
